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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The above-identified U.S. patent application is a division of co-pending U.S. patent 
application Serial No. 09/044,487, filed March 19, 1998. 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants 
wish to bring the following items to the attention of the Examiner. A copy of the 
documents are enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 



1 



Serial No. 10/087,107 

No representation is made, and no representation is intended, that more relevant 
material does not exist, or that the order of presentation of this material in any way reflects 
its relative pertinence. The references cited below are not intended to constitute an 
admission of any kind. Specifically, this presentation is not an admission that the items 
listed below are properly citable against the above-identified application. 

Each of the following items were cited by the Examiner in the parent application, 
Serial No. 09/044,487: 

(1) Jacobs et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,049,794, issued April 1 1 , 2000; 

(2) Iliff, Patent No. 6,07 1 ,236, issued June 6, 2000; 

(3) Skeirik, U.S. Patent No. 4,965,742, issued October 23, 1990; 

(4) Mcllroy et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,953,704, issued September 14, 1999; 

(5) John, U.S. Patent No. 4,279,258, issued July 21, 1981;. 

(6) Fischler et al., U.S. Patent No. 4,527,567, issued July 9, 1985; 

(7) Brom et al., U.S. Patent No. 4,917,1 17, issued April 17, 1990; 

(8) Marandici et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,337,373, issued August 9, 1994; 

(9) Kuhn, U.S. Patent No. 5,8 1 0,728, issued September 22, 1 988; 

(10) Steiger et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,850,836, issued December 22, 1998; and 
Applicants also wish to bring the following item to the attention of the Examiner: 

(1 1) Finitzo et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,003,986, issued April 2, 1991. 
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Serial No. 10/087,107 



As this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
filing date of before the mailing date of a first Office Action on this merits, whichever 
occurs last, no fee is required. If it should be determined that a fee is required, please 
charge any required fee (other than the issue fee) during the pendency of this application 
to Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP's Deposit Account No. 18-1260. Please credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 18-1260. 



TNT/rb 

SIDLEY AUSTIN BROWN & WOOD LLP 
717 North Harwood 
Suite 3400 

Dallas, Texas 75201-6507 
(214) 981-3388 (direct) 
(214) 981-3300 (main) 

April 9, 2002 



Respectfully submitted, 




Thomas N. Tarnay 
Registration No. 41,341 
Attorney for Applicants 
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symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue numbers), publisher, city and/or country where published 
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♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered] whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw lihe through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with the next communication to applicant. 



